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Start with a problem. 

 

 

It is important that children learn how to read. 

 

Public libraries provide services that improve 
children’s school readiness, such as providing 
programs that enhance early reading skills. 

 

We need more money for more programs. 
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The Problem restated 

• In order to succeed in school, children need to be 
ready to learn, including having fundamental 
early literacy skills, when they enter school. 

 

• Certain children are at-risk for entering school 
not ready to learn.  

 

• These children include children who are Hispanic, 
children of immigrant parents, and children living 
in poverty. 



The Problem restated 

 

• These children are often not enrolled in early 
education programs that help prepare children for 
entry to school, leaving these children and their 
families underserved. 

 

• In areas with high concentrations of children with 
highest risk (poverty and COI status), there are 
not enough programs to meet the needs. 



The Power of Data 

• Statistics without context have no meaning.  
They are simply numbers. 

 

• In order to make our stories more compelling and 
powerful, we need to put public library data 
within context: 

– Geographical 

– Political 

– Social 

– Economic 



How do I get to the Data? 

Access to PLS and other data: 

Search & Compare tools 

Raw Data Files 

DataFerrett 

PLS HotReports 



Search and Compare Tools 



Raw Data Files 



TheDataWeb at the U.S. Census Bureau 



The DataWeb: What is it? 

• The DataWeb is a distributed data dissemination 
system of private and public databases. 

– a network of online data libraries  

– an infrastructure for intelligent browsing (DF)  

• The DataWeb provides easy access to data.  

• Different datasets: demographic, economic, 
environmental, health, and other datasets 
(usually separated by geography or organization) 



The DataWeb:  Why is it? 

Data is too difficult to use.  

Data-driven decisions are often difficult to achieve. 

• Too confusing.  

• Time-consuming.  

• Can’t manipulate and integrate data easily.  

• Too difficult and expensive.  

• Data is… organized in different ways, out of date 
and difficult to reuse.  

 



DataFerrett 

• DataFerrett is the web interface of the DataWeb. 



DataFerrett:  The Data 

 

• Data in DF come from many different sources and 
organizations.  

– Sources provide data and documentation. 

 

• Two basic types of data in DF: 

– Microdata 

– Aggregated data 



DataFerrett 

 

 

• Example 

– Launch the DF tool 

– Select a dataset and variables 

– Make a table 

– Make a map 



DataFerrett 

 

 

http://dataferrett.census.gov/  

http://dataferrett.census.gov/


DataFerrett: Example 
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PLS HotReports 

 

Reporting Topics 
 

Libraries and Librarians 

Demographics 

Children and Education 

Business and Industry 

 



PLS HotReports 

 

http://thedataweb.rm.census.gov/The
DataWeb_HotReport2/pls/pls_library.h
rml?STATE=2&COUNTY=ALL  
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And now for something completely 
different 

 

State Library Administrative 
Agencies Survey 

 

Feedback on the data collection web tool 

During the break 

 



Happy Data Hunting! 
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