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Economic Impact of Libraries in Indiana
http://www.ibrc.indiana.edu/incontext/2007/dece
mber/6.html
http://www.ibrc.indiana.edu/studies/EconomicImp
actOfLibraries_2007.pdf

– A study completed at Indiana University found that 
for each dollar of public library expenditures, the 
average Indiana community receives $2.38 in 
benefits. 
http://www.ibrc.indiana.edu/

http://www.ibrc.indiana.edu/incontext/2007/december/6.html
http://www.ibrc.indiana.edu/incontext/2007/december/6.html
http://www.ibrc.indiana.edu/studies/EconomicImpactOfLibraries_2007.pdf
http://www.ibrc.indiana.edu/studies/EconomicImpactOfLibraries_2007.pdf
http://www.ibrc.indiana.edu/
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Library Value Calculator

How much would you pay out-of-pocket for the library 
services you use each year? Find out by using the 
calculator below. 

• In the left hand column, enter the number of times 
per year you or your family use each service 

• The estimated retail value of each service will be 
calculated in the right hand column and the total will 
appear at the bottom 

1.  Batesville Memorial Public Library
2.  Brownsburg Public Library
3.  Carmel Clay Public Library



Indiana Public Library Information 
http://www.in.gov/library/2600.htm
http://www.in.gov/library/2669.htm

• 239 public library systems  (238 (2008)) (map following slides)
– 194 branches 
– 39 bookmobiles 
– Largest district serves 832,693, smallest 241 
173 libraries are organized at the township level
23 county wide systems
39 town libraries
4 county contractual systems 
93.6% of population is served (taxed)
4 libraries’ population is figured at the census block level
5 libraries’ population is figured at the census tract or school 

system level
7 libraries’ districts crosses county lines
Some libraries serve the town in which they are located, but the 

township in which they are located is served by 
contract, which can be revoked

http://www.in.gov/library/2600.htm


Indiana Commission on Local 
Government Reform

• Streamlining Local Government
– http://www.in.gov/judiciary/supreme/dlgf-release.html
Libraries and special districts: Establish library districts 

that are large enough to provide high-caliber services to 
every Hoosier at a lower cost, and improve fiscal 
accountability
18. Reorganize library systems by county and provide 
permanent library service for all citizens
19. Require that the budgets and bonds of library and all 
other special districts be approved by the fiscal body of 
the municipal or county government containing the 
greatest proportion of assessed value in the unit seeking 
approval.
20. Strengthen the current joint purchasing 
infrastructure for libraries.

http://www.in.gov/judiciary/supreme/dlgf-release.html


Local use

• And, where else can you go to have access to over 100,000 
books, 4,000 DVDs and videos, 3,000 audio books right in our 
own library system and millions more available to our patrons 
through Evergreen. (Adams Public Library System 
Newsletter, Nov. 2008))

• http://www.in.gov/library/5592.htm
– (32 public libraries

• THEN AND NOW: What a difference 20 years makes
– Employees 58 (1987) 106 (2007)
– Items available 345,000 (1987) 423,169 (2007)
– Annual Circulation 345,442 (1987) 1,498,393 (2007)
– Reference questions answered 51,000 (1987) 132,274 (2007)
– Number of visitors 288,000+ (1987) 578,532 (2007)
– Library computer use 5,400 (1987) 188,232 (2007) 

• (Anderson Public Library Library Times (annual report), 2007)

http://www.in.gov/library/5592.htm


Anderson Public Library Circulation Data
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John Borneman 
Poet, Writer, Engineer, Statistical Practitioner

• Public library trustee with interest and expertise 
in statistical analysis

• Presents workshops at library conferences
• Borneman, J. (2007) Coping with statistics – A 

primer for librarians and trustees. In Indiana 
Libraries, 26 (1), 30-38. 
– Page of his statistics follows slides
– http://brassman.xtra-rant.com/



John Borneman 
Poet, Writer, Engineer, Statistical Practitioner
http://brassman.xtra-rant.com/

•



Publicity about finances

•
Library's Bond Rating Upgraded -- 03/17/2008 

Carmel, IN -- The Carmel Clay Public Library Building Corporation's bond rating on all 
General Obligation bonds supported by the Carmel Clay Public Library has been 
raised to 'AA' from 'AA-', according to the latest Standard and Poor's ratings 
report, released February 29, 2008. The 'AA' designation applies for both the SandP 
underlying rating and the standard long-term rating. According to the report, the 
upgrade reflects continued good tax base growth and stable finances on the part of 
the library. The library's new rating is the same as both the City of Carmel and Clay 
Township. 

• The upgraded rating is gratifying for the library and the building corporation in light 
of forced budget cuts in recent years due to a downturn in County Option Income Tax 
revenue. The library immediately implemented cost cutting measures as a part of 
overall conservative budgeting practices in response to the reduced revenue. 

• The library recently established a "rainy day" fund with plans to increase the balance 
to meet unforeseen future needs. Other practices noted in the SandP analysis include 
monthly revenue and expenditure performance reports to the library's board of 
trustees and a multiyear financial plan that is updated annually and used as a budget 
development tool. 

• "The library strives to be fiscally responsible with taxpayers' money, and this rating 
reflects our commitment to that goal," stated Library Director Wendy Phillips. 



Surveys

• “In September 2006, we 
distributed 3,090 surveys 
and received 1,972 
back, for an excellent 62% 
rate of return. Because of 
the extensive and detailed 
feedback we received, we 
feel confident that the 
enhancements we are 
making to our 
building, programs and 
services represent the 
results you want.” (Carmel 
Clay PL)

• The results of the survey 
were detailed on the next 
few pages of the 
newsletter, focusing on 
expanded or added 
services rather than the 
numbers from the survey
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